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noted for superhuman brevity, for maintaining which
at places even language has been sometimes sacrificed,
we are surely heading to some insurmountable diffi-
culty, when Lord Death Himself warns us that He is
going to be deliberately "brief".
The word Padam, though it looks so small, has
an accepted volume of meaning over which even a
text-book can be written. There are something like
22 meanings for this two-lettered, innocent looking
word: such as, way, place, abode, state, foot-step,
foot-prints, sign, word, a goal, etc.
"All the Vedas" meaning all the Upanishads,
though they argue differently, point out to the same
Goal of Truth. The 108 Upanishads may be con-
sidered as so many arrow-marks along the circum-
ference of the same circle-----all of them pointing
out to the same centre. Just as in such a case, geo-
metrically no two arrows on the circumference can
be parallel, so too, no two approaches belonging to
two different Upanishads run parallel: and yet, all
of them when produced meet at one and the same
point, the Centre, the Truth. Thus, "the Goal that
is pointed out .-by all the Upanishads is," says Lord
Death, "the factor that you are asking me now and
that Factor is in brief indicated by the pregnant
symbol OM."
All Thapascharya (all severe and conscious prac-
tices of self-control) are pursued and long years of
rtudies are undertaken by living with a teacher, a life
af service, surrender and devotion, by seekers, only